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And if neither the said officer nor the tahsildar is on the spot, and
the emergency is great and urgent, it shall be lawful for the head of
the village in which the breach is expected to occur or has occurred,
of his own motion, to call upon the labourers as aforesaid of his own
village, and, if needful, to make a requisition to the heads of the neigh-
bouring villages to call likewise upon the labourers of their villages,
to co-operate in the work necessary for preventing or repairing the
breach.

2.  Any male person of the labouring classes being duly called upon
by the head of his village to labour as aforesaid, who shall refuse or
neglect to comply with such call without any lawful excuse shall,
on conviction before a Magistrate or an officer exercising the ordinary
powers of a Magistrate, be punished with a fine which may extend
to one hundred rupees, or with simple imprisonment which may
extend to one month, or with both.

3.  Every person who shall be employed on such work, under such
requisition shall be paid for his labour by day at the highest rate paid
in the neighbourhood for similar work and, if he is required to work
at night, at double such rate.

4.  Payment shall be made to the labourers from the public treasury;
and, if the labourers shall have been employed upon a work belonging
to a private person, the amount advanced from the treasury shall be
recoverable from such person by the same means which may be law-
fully used for the recovery of arrears of land revenue.

1[5. It shall be lawful for heads of villages, on the requisition of
the officer in charge of such works, as aforesaid, or in his absence, on
the requisition of the tahsildar or in case of emergency when neither
such officer nor the tahsildar is on the spot, of their own motion, to
make requisitions upon the inhabitants of their villages for the supply
of materials, to wit, earth, stone, trees and leaves, bamboos, straw,
gunny bags and the like, necessary for preventing or repairing breaches
in the embankments of tanks, rivers and canals, and to remove or
seize and, if necessary, to cut down such materials wherever they may
be found, giving receipts for them in writing ; such materials shall
be paid for from the public treasury at the highest prices for which
they are sold in the neighbourhood and in case damage is sustained
by any person in consequence of the removal, seizure or cutting down
of any such materials, compensation shall be made for such damage,
the amount of which compensation shall, in case of dispute, be deter-
mined in the same manner as amounts payable under section 6. When
the work for which such articles are used belongs to a private person,
the amount advanced from the treasury shall be recoverable from him
by the same means by which arrears of land-revenue are recoverable,]

6. Whenever by local custom any work for the purpose of irrigation
or drainage, or connected therewith is usually executed by the joint
labour o;f a village-commumty, any person bound by such custom to

by the Madras, Compulsory Labour (Amendment) Act 1935 (Mad,
Act 9 of 1935), s, 2, for original section,